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Investigating Options for 
Enrollment Growth

• Purchasing land and building a new school 

• Renovating and/or adding on to an elementary school(s)

• Building on to LRIS -- adding 4th grade 
(adding ~460 students to ~975 students, totaling 1,435 students)

• Renovating Neff II building & designing new school for early 
learners (kindergarten)

• Redistricting

• Reconfiguring programs/grade levels

• Combining several different options – phasing-in options

• Doing nothing



Planning for Increasing 
Enrollment

Key considerations
• School capacity analysis 
• Two-prong review

o Prong 1: Does the “plan” show fiscal responsibility 
to the community/taxpayers?

o Prong 2: Does the “plan” provide educational 
benefit to students?



















Review of Redistricting 
Option

Implications:

• Site capacity 
• Housing development assignments to 

elementary schools

• Timeline of growth: predicted enrollment within 
each attendance boundary 

• Transportation efficiencies
• Walking zones 



Annual Enrollment 
Projections through 2028

• Enrollment projections represent 5/13ths of total 
projected students from within each development
(with K-4 representing approx. 5/13ths of total student   
population)

• Limitations to demographers’ predictions for # of 
families that will move into district 
(ex. # Kindergarten students vs. 7th Grade Students)

• Probable underestimation of actual enrollments in K-4

Review #1: 5/13th’s of Total Projected Students



School Name 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 Projected Change 2028 Total MT Capacity Year Exceeded
Brecht Elementary School 278 8 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 301 330 N/A
Bucher Elementary School 414 7 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 428 506 N/A
Neff Elementary School 336 5 6 5 5 4 0 0 0 0 25 361 330 2019
Nitrauer Elementary School 520 39 26 28 29 29 46 13 37 10 257 777 506 2019
Reidenbaugh Elementary School 365 12 17 12 12 29 29 1 1 0 113 478 440 2024
Schaeffer Elementary School 320 3 3 8 8 0 0 0 0 0 22 342 330 2022

5/13th’s of Total Projected Students



Annual Enrollment 
Projections through 2028

• Enrollment projections represent raw total of new 
students projected from within each development

• Worst case scenario
o Reflects new enrollment (ex. not relocating from another 

school within MTSD) 
o All children grades K-4 

• Review provides context of where impact will be felt, 
even though totals are likely higher than what will 
actually come to fruition

Review #2: Total Raw Data Projections for Students 



School Name 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 Projected Change 2028 Total MT Capacity Year Exceeded
Brecht Elementary School 278 22 0 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 60 338 330 2022
Bucher Elementary School 414 19 0 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 36 450 506 N/A
Neff Elementary School 336 12 15 12 12 10 0 0 0 0 61 397 330 2019
Nitrauer Elementary School 520 102 68 72 75 75 120 33 97 27 669 1189 506 2019
Reidenbaugh Elementary School 365 31 43 32 32 75 75 2 2 1 293 658 440 2022
Schaeffer Elementary School 320 8 8 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 56 376 330 2021

Total Raw Data Projections for Students 



Next Steps
• Continued research of options

• Upcoming public presentations at Board Meetings 
re: student enrollment data & progress with research
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